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The COVID-19 crisis and the short term and  long term impact on Society 

Name of individual submitting the resolution
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Justifications and Current situation to be addressed  

The IMF and European Commission forecast confirm that this crisis has affected all EU 

Member States, including Malta, with differing degrees of intensity, a crisis that is 

challenging not only our behavioural patterns but also our production, consumption and 

employment patterns.

It is a serious crisis because it has caught the EU at a time of great economic and political 

weakness. In some countries the negative effects of the previous economic and financial crisis (2008-2010) have not yet eased and their economies are still quite sensitive, fragile and vulnerable to shocks. 

Likewise, some social groups, even in the wealthier Member States, have not as yet recovered  from the impact of the last economic crisis. This is the case, for example, for vulnerable groups and persons with disabilities

Furthermore, the crisis has occurred at a crucial moment for the EU: in a transition phase towards a digital economy sensitive to economical, environmental and social sustainability.

The Next Generation EU Plan

The proposals of the European Commission: the Next Generation EU plan and the overall EU budget for 2021-2027 are crucial for the recovery and reconstruction after the coronavirus crisis to be  achieved.
Recommendations 
The effects of the coronavirus crisis will only be successful if the Next Generation EU plan is accompanied by the restructuring of our society: we need to focus on reconstruction as well as on recovery. We cannot simply restore what existed in the past: we need to restructure and improve it. 
Restructuring and improvement will have to be based on the principles underpinning all 

our work:

· protecting human and social rights, 

· democratic values and 

· the rule of law, 

· unlock the full potential of the Single Market, 

· achieving the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), 

· creating a circular economy and 

· achieving climate neutrality in the EU by 2050 at the latest. 

Good governance and democratic accountability

We must also ensure good governance and democratic accountability. It is also imperative 

to understand why certain social groups were left more vulnerable during the crisis, both

in terms of insufficient protection against contagion and loss of livelihood, and to work

to limit such vulnerability going forward.

The economic and social partners and civil society organizations have an important role in
This process.
The investments made under the short-term economic stimulus should accelerate, the

structural transformation of the European economy towards zero pollution, restoration of 

biodiversity and climate neutrality by 2050.

The participation of all citizens, through the organisations of the social partners and of civil 

society, will make the process of reforming the economy and society possible. 

The Member States and the EU must therefore ensure that in this complex process no one
is left behind.
Most importantly, one of the main lessons of the coronavirus crisis is that health systems in almost every European country need to be strengthened through the creation of an "EU Health Union".

Economic effects

Contrary to the previous crisis, this time we have been plunged into immediate total lockdown for many activities, leading to a sharp decline in output, a rapid increase in unemployment and worsening of standards of living (reduction of real income, job uncertainty, restricted mobility), a drastic reduction in foreign trade turnover both inside the EU as well as with third countries, and a sharp deterioration in public finance indicators

Social effects

COVID-19 will have far-reaching impacts on labour market outcomes. Beyond the urgent

 concerns about the health of workers and their families, the virus and subsequent economic shocks will impact the world of work in three key ways: 
1) the quantity of jobs (both unemployment and underemployment); 
2) the quality of work; and 
3) effects on specific groups that are more vulnerable to adverse labour market outcomes.

Some categories of workers are more affected because they are without social safety 
nets:young people in precarious jobs, older workers, workers with disabilities, women 
because they are over represented in the more severely affected sectors or because they stay 
at home to care for family 

members, the self-employed or platform workers, low-paid workers, migrant workers and
 people referred to as "invisible" workers, i.e. those in undeclared work. In-work poverty is

also likely to increase significantly.
Safeguarding Employment 
Safeguarding employment and income for all workers is a priority and we need to shape today's policies with a long-term perspective in mind. The EU needs a strong European  social recovery and reconstruction strategy at EU and national levels with the active involvement of the social partners to reinvigorate the economy, safeguard workers' rights and ensure well-being for all. 
Deeper institutional and policy reforms are required to strengthen the recovery and build 

resilience through robust and universal social protection systems that can act asautomatic 

economic and social stabilisers in the face of crises. This will also help to rebuild trust in 

institutions and governments.

Addressing the needs of vulerable groups

Particular attention must be paid to ensure that there is no two-speed recovery from this crisis, as we saw for the last crisis.. Support must be given to all to groups to be able to rebound in unison, without more vulnerable social groups having to wait patiently to see the same improvements in employment and living standards as the rest of the population. 
This is the case particularly for young people, persons with disabilities, persons from ethnic minorities, as well as migrants and refugees. Special attention and action is also needed to groups outside the labour markets already experiencing poverty, as well as new groups of poverty, which are anticipated to rise. These groups risk further marginalisation accompanied by many social and health issues.

Civil society organisations (CSOs)During the Covid-19, Civil Society organisations have  been regulary engaged in addressing lack of employment skills, training programs,
lifeskills, provision of food and providing consumer information. Other initiatives include addressing issues concerning development and building issues, some of which have resulted in fatal results, pollution and lack of adeqaute compenstion
Civil Society organisations are themselves are among the victims of inequalities and 

weaknesses in the system. Their current and future ability to respond to needs is 

threatened by often scarce and fluctuating resources. This needs to be addressed by
 ensuring funding mechanisms for CSOs.

An evaluation of the EU response to the COVID-19 crisis

The Emergency Measures

In this critical period, it is suitable to guarantee:

· that the financial sources mobilised are utilised effectively and are properly targeted depending on the needs;

· that all eligible subjects (physical persons, firms and businesses, non-profit organisations, public service providers etc.) affected by the pandemic receive fair compensation;

· that the economy will be prepared to restart when the pandemic is over, whilst having learned lessons from the current pandemic on social issues that need to be urgently addressed.

Scenarios and challenges for the future

Uncertainty remains very high, the EU should also be prepared for less positive developments, also including the reintroduction of restrictive measures, more emergency steps, a greater engagement in softening the consequences and more targeted compensation of businesses and individuals in need.

The aim of the current period is not only to restart the economy in practice but perhaps even more importantly to design and implement major quantitative and qualitative changes. The aim is to provide an overall evaluation of our socio-economical-environmental model and to identify its pros and cons. 

The radical reconstruction has to be reflected not only in new or adjusted policies, but also in new competences involving all actors according the principle of subsidiarity. 
It is also a time to take stock of why our current social and economic structures leave so many people at risk from such shocks. The current pandemic exposed particular vulnerabilities for those whose precarious employment status denied them social protection and the possibility to be protected in a time of need, as well as those who were isolated from their communities and the support networks existing within them.

Post-COVID-19 crisis: an opportunity and a need for change in the European Union

A different mix and timing of policy responses is therefore needed to recover from this crisis. If handled well, we can get through this together, save lives and societal well-being, transform our socio-economic models to ones even more focused on people and the natural world and boost global partnership for sustainable development.

Therefore, we now need to focus on the essentials for everyone: 

· support businesses to overcome the crisis in order to put them in the position to 

· offer decent work, good living and working conditions, 

· equal access to health care, clean food, water, air and consumer articles,

· a thriving natural world, 

· a safe climate for the next generation, 

· a society that is increasingly inclusive and accessible to all, and 

· strong and functioning democracies that will continue to protect us in times of need. 

To achieve this, we need to be ambitious and we need to make the right decisions at the right time: an "EU reconstruction and recovery plan".

Any measure taken needs to be proportionate and aimed to ensure public safety.

In particular, freedom of expression must be safeguarded for those who highlight challenges brought about by the current situation.

Guidelines for an EU Recovery and Reconstruction Plan

The recovery from the effects of the coronavirus crisis will only be successful if it is accompanied by the restructuring of our society: we need to focus on reconstruction as well as on recovery. We cannot simply restore what existed in the past; we need to restructure and improve it. Restructuring and improvement will have to be based on the principles underpinning all our work: making the internal market fully functioning, protecting human rights, democratic values and the rule of law, achieving the SDGs, creating a circular economy and achieving climate neutrality in the EU by 2050 at the latest. We must also ensure good governance and democratic accountability.

Crucially, we need to learn from a social failing that has been the setting for a disproportionate number of deaths during this pandemic. Here we refer to residential institutions for persons with disabilities and older people. 

In some Member States, these settings became hotbeds of infection and fatalities during the crisis. This needs to be a wake-up call that no EU money can ever be invested in such settings that not only deny people their right to freedom of choice in how they live their lives,  but are also structurally ill-suited to protect people during situations of force majeure.

The coronavirus crisis has unfortunately also made it clear that it is essential to deepen intense pedagogical work across the EU on a citizen's culture of human rights and democratic coexistence deep and constant attachment to the fundamental values of human rights, democracy and the rule of law, as expressed in the EU founding treaties.

Solidarity is the key word in tackling the crisis. Solidarity with care providers in hospitals and nursing homes. Solidarity with workers who go without wages and of employers who also renounce wages and bonuses to save their businesses. Solidarity on the part of governments with economic, but also cultural and other sectors of society that cannot do without aid. And above all, solidarity between countries, especially within the EU, because the countries within the EU are so closely linked economically that only a joint and supportive approach to the impact of the crisis will be effective.

The current economic model has its measure (totem) of reference in the GDP, a measure that has never been able to calculate what really counts for human beings. Rethinking today along the lines of a new model of economic and social development for the EU means, in the EESC's view, integrating this major economic indicator with an equally important one: that of the well-being of a community.

A reconstruction and recovery plan must put people and the future of our planet at its core. This is a future-proof economy that meets the needs of society, contributes to climate change, uses resources smartly and fills European earning capacity with a healthy living environment and good employment. 

A future-proof economy is also reliant on being as accessible as possible to all kinds of workers and allowing everyone to contribute to their communities and society as a whole. 

We must learn lessons from the new-found flexibility employers have adopted during the crisis to accommodate the needs of those furthest away from the labour market (persons with disabilities, long-term unemployed, older workers) to facilitate their involvement in a new, greener economy. Let's head for this spot, a sustainable future.

The social partners must be involved in developing and enhancing support measures to compensate for the lack of economic activity in many sectors and in order to protect all types of workers and small businesses. Adequate and sustainable unemployment benefits and other forms of assistance are necessary, including European minimum standards regarding the net replacement rate, the duration of unemployment benefit entitlement and the coverage. 

In sectors where it is feasible, short-time work schemes (STW) can be introduced, in consultation with the social partners. In some Member States, quarantined workers can be covered by sick pay. Simplifying access to teleworking, in consultation with the social partners, is another possibility to ease the situation of companies, workers and self-employed. 

Furthermore, governments could provide financial assistance and technical support to SMEs to help them quickly develop teleworking capacities.
The participation of all citizens, through the organisations of the social partners and of civil society, will make the process of reforming the economy and society possible. The Member States and the EU must therefore ensure that in this complex process no one is left behind, in particular: the most precarious workers, people of pre-retirement age, persons with disabilities, women working in low-valued positions and young people, especially those belonging to visible minorities and those with a migrant background and, particularly, those belonging to more than one of these groups.

Conclusion

The Recovery Plan

The EESC calls for a green recovery and a strong social recovery as well as a strong economic recovery, arguing that such an ambitious and transformative agenda can come about if it based on six principles: solidarity, competitiveness, sustainability, safeguarding employment, safeguarding income and participation. The stronger the recovery measures are and the more they are tailored to the situation of the Member States and their populations, the more credible Europe will be and the more capable it will prove in rising to the unprecedented challenges we face in this crisis. 

