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Current situation and justification 

Batteries are a key technology in the transition to climate neutrality, and to a more circular economy. They are essential for sustainable mobility and contribute to the zero pollution ambition. Batteries are also part of our daily life at home, in kitchen appliances, remote TV control or alarm clocks. The demand for batteries will grow rapidly in the coming years, notably for electric vehicles using batteries for traction, making this market an increasingly strategic one at the global level

The proposed Regulation aims to develop an EU framework covering the whole life cycle of 

batteries, including harmonised and more ambitious rules for batteries, components, battery 

waste and recycled materials.

The aim of the proposed EU Commission Regulation is that batteries placed on the EU market 

· are to be sustainable, circular, high-performing and safe all along their entire life cycle, 

· that they are collected, repurposed and recycled, becoming a true source of valuable raw materials. 

· establishing specific requirements at each stage of the battery value chain

· increase the resilience of the EU battery supply chain by promoting the circular economy, and 

· reducing environmental and social impacts at all stages of the life cycle of batteries.

The main objectives of this regulation are 

· to improve the sustainability of batteries throughout their life cycle, 

· ensuring minimum sustainability requirements for batteries placed on the EU internal market, 

· to increase the resilience of the EU battery supply chain by promoting the circular economy, and 

· to reduce environmental and social impacts at all stages of the life cycle of batteries.

Over the next decade in Europe, battery technology will be one of the main catalysts of the green energy transition. By enabling the electrification of transport, where appropriate, and the use of renewable energy as reliable energy sources, the use of batteries should contribute to achieving the EU's objectives under the Paris Agreement on Climate Change 

The new Regulation proposes also mandatory requirements on:

· sustainability and safety (such as carbon footprint rules, minimum recycled content, performance and durability criteria, safety parameters);

· labelling and information (such as storing of information on sustainability and data on state of health and expected lifetime);

· end-of-life management (such as extended producer responsibility, collection targets and obligations, targets for recycling efficiencies and levels of recovered materials)

· obligations of economic operators linked to product requirements and due diligence schemes;

· electronic exchange of information.

Recommendations
The environmental impact and human health

All steps along the life cycle of batteries, from the extraction of the mineral resources used in their manufacture up to their collection and treatment after use, have a potential impact on the environmental and human health. It is important that the role of the European Agency for Safety and Health at Work (EU-OSHA) is strengthened to ensure health, safety and working conditions in the production process, as well as the recycling and repurposing of batteries.

Batteries are not a particular environmental risk when they are safely used or stored, but if spent batteries are landfilled, incinerated or improperly disposed of at the end of their life, the substances they contain risk entering the environment, affecting its quality and affecting human health
Requirements and provisions should aim at decreasing such impacts to the highest possible extent. The main goal is to avoid the use of toxic substances and ensure the reduction of the risks due to the mismanagement of waste. Avoiding batteries are lost to waste they can be repurposed or manufactured and the valuable material they contain can feed back into the economy. Moreover, waste batteries can be easily removed – removability.

Mandatory measures should include the prohibition of mercury-containing and cadmium-containing batteries and the total prohibition of landfilling of waste batteries. 
Obligations on separate collection of waste batteries should include the requirement to ensure no loss of all other batteries. The application of the duty of due diligence for monitoring the battery supply chain, calls for full transparency in the implementation of this monitoring system.
Research and development on Ecodesign

Recycling, repurposing and re-use make it possible to reduce waste.

It is essential to support research and development on ecodesign. It should be a particular priority to frame and implement training projects on ecodesign and battery recycling, that are provided with sufficient financial resources to ensure their success, with the active involvement of the social partners and in cooperation with any national schemes or certain employment catchment areas that are directly concerned. 

It is necessary to establish producer liability that is compatible with the promotion of ecodesign. In this context, it is necessary that the concept of "end-of-use" be introduced in addition to "end-of-life" in order to promote the re-use, refurbishing or second life and recycling of batteries.

Skills and jobs for a Sustainable  Future

With regard to the jobs and skills requirements aimed at promoting the development of a sustainable European battery industry, it is necessary to broaden and strengthen the role of the European Centre for the Development of Vocational Training (CEDEFOP).  Vocational education institutions in the Member States will have to implement similar training projects in student curricula to guarantee the availability of trained workers for a sustainable European battery industry and the availability of future trained professionals and employees for a sustainable European battery industry, integrated into the European Green Deal.  
As part of the European Commission's Pact for Skills initiative, a Europe-wide public dialogue on energy (the European Energy Dialogue) will allow individuals and the whole of civil society to take ownership of the energy transition and to influence future decisions on energy storage technologies. The quality of battery labelling should help with this. Research and innovation are needed to improve the sustainability, quality and safety of the products and processes and to reduce costs.

The European Energy Gap

Proposals for more sustainable transport and the Strategic Action Plan for Batteries aimed at narrowing the European energy gap and creating a value chain for batteries should be taken into consideration. The decarbonisation of transport and the transition to clean energy are among the core elements of the third mobility package, the European Green Deal and the Sustainable and Smart Mobility Strategy. 

This initiative is part of the wider ambition of the Circular Economy Action Plan.

Additional: The circular economy promotes:

· corporate social and environmental responsibility;

· new local, high-quality employment;

· the elimination of waste; 

· the continuous and secure use of natural resources; 

· a circular design-production-distribution-consumption cycle;

· regeneration and re-use of end-of-life waste;

In addition, the proposal contains provisions on mandatory green public procurement, on facilitating the enforcement of product rules, namely rules on conformity assessment, notification of conformity assessment bodies, market surveillance and economic instruments

