	
	
	


Resolution for ACR AGM 2022
Title of Resolution 

Volunteers – Citizens Building the Future of Europe

Name of individual submitting the Resolution 
Grace Attard, ACR General Secretary
Current Situation and Justification
Recommendations in detail 
In line with the European Economic and Social Committee (EESC), the ACR calls on the European Commission to take action to declare 2025 the European Year of Volunteers, considering that this would be:

· A way of paying tribute to the millions of volunteers who have demonstrated their significant social role, especially in recent months through their work to combat the effects of the pandemic;

· A way of further promoting the idea of volunteering in the societies of the Member States, encouraging more people to volunteer and showing that this is an inclusive, universal activity that involves people from all groups and backgrounds regardless of their age and place in society;
· An opportunity to exchange experiences and know-how between the authorities of the Member States on legal and political instruments to support the activities of volunteers;

· Inspiration for the European Commission to expand and create new programmes addressing volunteers of all ages;

· A way to promote understanding of critical projects for the future of Europe and its citizens, providing objective data and facts and combating fake and biased information.

Recommendations 

The activity of volunteers has real economic value (amounting in many countries to more than 2% of GDP); in many social spheres volunteers are necessary to ensure the basic needs of citizens, including  their safety; volunteers play a crucial role in implementing all the UN Sustainable Development Goals; and volunteers are present in every social and age group. It is unreasonable to limit EU-level and EU-funded volunteer support programmes to just young people.

Legal frameworks for volunteering in Europe should be supportive and conducive to quality volunteering and should not create unnecessary barriers to volunteering. Requirements such as volunteer insurance, volunteer agreements and criminal record checks should be carefully implemented, with quality and access as the driving principles
Better data collection, going beyond GDP and economic value to also look at for example time dedicated by volunteers, their age, gender, areas of activity and added value to society more generally, such as health and well-being, quality of life and social cohesion indicators, would be of all-round benefit.

Concluding Remarks 

· Volunteering has a value for individuals, communities, the environment, the economy and society at large as one of the most visible expressions of solidarity. 
· It promotes and facilitates social inclusion, builds social capital and has a transformative effect on 
society. 
· The development of a thriving civil society with engaged volunteers can offer creative and innovative solutions to common challenges. 
· Volunteering contributes to economic growth, and as such deserves specific and targeted measurement in terms of both economic and social capital. 
· It also plays an ever-increasing role in environmental protection and is a crucial source of learning for many volunteers. 
· With this in mind, public policies, whilst directly targeted at supporting volunteers, should also reflect the need for a supportive infrastructure for volunteering with sufficient and suitable funding for support measures such as training and insurance costs.
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